
ELK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

APPROVED MINUTES  

JUNE 12, 2023 

 
 

If you would like to attend the meeting via zoom, go to: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87228571805?pwd=V3V0dVFLa1JnRHpicURqaVRpU0VoQT09 
select join meeting and enter meeting ID: 872 2857 1805 Password: 740221  

 
 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

1:00 p.m. - Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance & Prayer  

Minutes Approval –   Regular Meeting May 30, 2023 

             

 1:05 p.m. – Public Forum 

 1:15 p.m. – Department Reports  

Ambulance   Rural Fire 

Appraiser   Sheriff 

Emergency Management  Treasurer 

Health     County Counselor 

Public Works   County Clerk 

Register of Deeds   County Attorney  

Community Development  

 

Old Business: 

Neighborhood Revitalization Program 

 

New Business 

2:00 p.m. – 2024 Budget Request – 4 County 

2:15 p.m. – Base Grant Requirements  

2:30 p.m. – Courthouse Tower Clock Issues – Shirley Black 

2:45 p.m. – Elk County Community Foundation – Shirley Black 

3:00 p.m. –  

3:15 p.m. – Commission Discussion  

 

Abatements:  

Presentation of Claims 

Other  

Adjournment 

Future Events: SEK County Officials Meeting will be September 14, 2023 at Columbus Kansas 

 

Commissioners Present: 

Perry Russell, District I     County Clerk:  Kerry Harrod 

Doug Hendricks, District II    County Counselor:  Paul Dean 

Jake Liebau, District III 

 

Others: 

Shari Kaminska, Community Development   Stephanie Ollenborger, ROD 

Ken Mitchell, EMS     Stefni Hebb, Deputy Clerk 

Malarie Chamberlain, Payroll Clerk    Don Sanders, Public Works 

Erica Cordell, EM     Chris Miller, Deputy Appraiser 

Joanna Hunter, Howard City Clerk    Greg Hennen, 4 County 

Steve Heney, 4 County 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Liebau called the regular meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Commissioners Hendricks and Russell were 

present as well as County Clerk Kerry Harrod and County Counselor Paul Dean. 

 

Minutes Approval 

Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to approve the minutes of May 30, 

2023 as presented.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

EMS 

Ken Mitchell presented the department report for May 2023.  There were 34 total runs with total collections being 

$20,133.02.  Commissioner Russell moved and Commissioner Hendricks seconded the motion to approve the pay 

increase for Sunkota Watts from $11.50hr to $12.00hr for completing the 90-day probation period.  Motion carried 

3-0. 

 

Emergency Management  

Erica Cordell stated she attended the KEMA meeting in Sedan.  Ms. Cordell had a day program with the National 

Weather Service at the Moline Library for the summer reading program.  Each session had about 30 kids in 

attendance.  The kids were all very responsive, engaged, and excited.  The monthly siren test was held last Monday 



with all sirens working properly.  Ms. Cordell attended a Crisis Management for school-based incidents at Maize 

last week. 

 

Register of Deeds 

Stephanie Ollenborger presented the report for May 2023.  They had a total of 58 instruments recorded and a total 

deposit of $3,353.50. 

 

Public Works 

Road 

Don Sanders presented reports.  The bridge at Road 8 and Oxen is close to completion.  The ditch work on Native is 

in process.  Mr. Sanders has been in contact with KDOT and FEMA regarding the Green Ranch bridge damages. 

Noxious Weed 

Don Sanders stated the contract with KDOT for spraying the highway right of ways has not been completed due to 

the County not having enough employees at this time.  

Maintenance 

Chris Carlson will wire in the big generator to eliminate the smaller generator in the amount of $3,850.   

 

Community Development  

Shari Kaminska stated there is a grant available for emergency local safety and security equipment.  It is a federal 

grant that is administered through the governor’s office.  The grant can be used for moving equipment on our 

existing towers.  The grant is a 10% match and is due by June 30, 2023.   

Ms. Kaminska attended the E-Community orientation meeting last week at Baldwin City.  The next meeting will be 

Wednesday either at the Courthouse or the Health Department if anyone would like to attend.   

 

BASE Grant Requirements 

Commissioner Russell moved and Commissioner Hendricks seconded the motion to sign the environmental review 

waiver for the BASE Grant for the Kansas Department of Commerce.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Executive Session 1:45 p.m. 

Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to go into executive session to for 

legal counsel with Shari Kaminska and County Counselor Paul Dean present not to return to open session until 1:50 

p.m.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Back in session. 

No action taken. 

 

 

2024 Budget Request – Four County  

Greg Hennen and Steve Heney presented the 2024 budget request for Four County Mental Health in the amount of 

$38,000.  Mr. Hennen also presented the request for allocation of the CY2024 Elk County Liquor Tax funds for 

Four County Mental Health.  Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to 

sign the warranty deed granting Four County Mental Health said property described.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Executive Session 2:14 p.m. 

Commissioner Russell moved and Commissioner Hendricks seconded the motion to go into executive session to 

discuss legal matters with County Counselor Paul Dean present not to return to open session until 2:17 p.m.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

Back in session 2:17 p.m. 

No action taken. 

 

 

Recess 2:20 p.m. 

Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to recess until 2:25 p.m.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

 

Courthouse Tower Clock 

Shirley Black stated the lighting and the chimes are not working.  Jim Perkins will pay for the lighting to be 

repaired.  Mrs. Black would like the County to pay to have the chimes repaired.  There is reason to believe that the 

damages were cause by a lighting strike.  Mrs. Black will get dates and pictures of damaged parts and give them to 

County Clerk Kerry Harrod.  Ms. Harrod will then submit a claim to KCAMP.  Mrs. Black will pay to have the 

chimes repaired.  Mrs. Black will be reimbursed by the County.   

 

Elk County Community Foundation 

Shirley Black spoke of the Patterson Family Matching Grant.  The Elk County Community Foundation is trying to 

raise $70,000.  Mrs. Black stated any donation would be greatly apricated.  The match funds are due June 30, 2023. 

 

Warrants 

Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to pay the warrants in the amount 

of $70,135.56.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Adjournment 

Commissioner Hendricks moved and Commissioner Russell seconded the motion to adjourn at 2:38 p.m.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 



 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________    ________________________________ 

Kerry E. Harrod       Perry Russell, District I 

Elk County Clerk 

        ________________________________ 

        Doug Hendricks, District II  

 

        ________________________________ 

        Jake Liebau, District III (Chairman) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


